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INTRODUCTION 

 

 

The Georgia Legislature has determined solid waste management planning by the state and local 

governments and regional development centers is necessary to; (1) prevent environmental 

degradation, (2) manage resources, and (3) effectively reduce and manage solid waste.  To achieve 

these ends, the 1990 session of the Georgia General Assembly passed the Georgia Comprehensive 

Solid Waste Management Act which stipulates that:  

  

1. in order to receive a permit, grant, or loan for a solid waste management facility, each city and 

      county shall develop, or be included in, a comprehensive solid waste management plan, 

2. any request for a solid waste handling facility permit, or funding for publicly owned and operated 

       solid waste facilities or equipment must be consistent with the solid waste management plan of all  

      affected local governments. 

 

The Act declares that it is the policy of the State of Georgia to educate and encourage generators and 

handlers of solid waste to reduce and, to the greatest extent possible, minimize the amount of solid 

waste through source reduction, reuse, composting, recycling, and other methods, and to promote 

markets for, and engage in, the purchase of goods made from recycled materials. 

 

The Solid Waste Management Act, as amended, requires each solid waste management plan 

to meet the following criteria: 

 

1. provide for assurance of adequate solid waste collection capability and disposal capacity 

      within the planning area for at least ten years from the date of plan completion, 

2. identify all solid waste handling facilities within the planning area as to size and type, and 

3. identify land areas unsuitable for solid waste handling facilities based on environmental 

      and land use factors. 

 

In addition, the Act requires each local government to report annually the progress in meeting 

statewide solid waste reduction goals, and the costs of solid waste management programs and 

services within their jurisdiction.  The information provided in this annual report must be 

reasonably consistent with that provided in the local government plan, and solid waste 

disposal and landfill capacity reports. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

Greater Sumter County  

Solid Waste Solid Management Plan 2004-2019     2 
 

PLANNING AREA 

 

Sumter County has a total area of 492 square miles approximately forty miles north of Albany, sixty 

miles southeast of Columbus and seventy-five miles southwest of Macon.  The county is bordered on 

the northeast by the Flint River and on the southeast by Lake Blackshear.  Locate near the northern 

reaches of the Southern Coastal Plain the topography consists of gentle rolling hills and flat plains.  Of 

five municipalities in the county the largest, Americus, is the seat of county government.  

 

Between 1950 and 2000 the community recorded an increase of 8,992 residents (+37%).  Thirty-seven 

percent of this growth is credited to the unincorporated area; the 63% balance occurred in the five 

cities, with Americus accounting for 99% of the municipal increase.  Mid-census (2005) U. S. Census 

estimates suggest the community may be in the slowest growth period in half a century.  The 

community has tourist attractions which increases the number of people in the community, especially 

during seasonal peaks in spring and early summer.  Two small post-secondary institutions of higher 

education, both with enrollments of ±2,500, attract student populations.  Both schools have student 

residences on-campus, but both also have significant commuter enrollments.   

 

Population 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2005 

Sumter 24,208 24,652 26,931 29,360 30,228 33,200 32,401 

   Americus 11,389 13,472 16,091 16,120 16,516 17,013 16,547 

   Andersonville 281 263 274 267 277 331 339 

   De Soto 309 282 321 248 258 214 206 

   Leslie 417 494 562 470 445 455 437 

   Plains 546 572 683 651 716 637 614 

   unincorporated 11,266 9,569 9,000 11,604 12,016 14,550 14,258 
Source:  U. S. Census  

      

The community was credited with a 27% increase (2,560) in households between 1980 and 2000.  The 

unincorporated area accounted for 60% of this growth.  Americus (+1,042) and Andersonville (+31) 

were the only incorporated areas to record an increase.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Households 1980 - 2000 

Jurisdiction 1980 1990 2000 

Sumter 9,465 10,484 12,025 

   Americus 5,332 5,809 6,374 

   Andersonville 93 103 124 

   De Soto 93 93 78 

   Leslie 175 165 175 

   Plains 240 221 215 

   unincorporated 3,532 4,093 5,059 
Source:  U. S. Census 
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Over the five calendar year period 2004-2008, the community’s unemployment rate averaged 

approximately 1.6 percentage points higher than the state rate.   

 

Annual Unemployment Rates 

Jurisdiction 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Sumter 5.8% 6.7% 6.1% 7.1% 7.7% 

State 4.7% 5.2% 4.6% 4.4% 6.2% 
Source:  Georgia Department of Labor 

 

Information presented in the following table reveals the mix of local employment opportunities 

by industrial sector.   

 

 

Industrial Mix – Sumter County 

2008 

Industry 
# of 

Firms 

Employment Weekly 

Wages # % 

Goods-Producing 152 2,932 24% $814 

agriculture, forestry,  fishing and hunting 45    483  4% $483 

mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction   3    

construction 62    717   6% $674 

manufacturing 42 1,600 13% $614 

   food   1 * * * 

   textile product mills   1 * * * 

   wood product    3    103  1% $572 

   paper   1 * * * 

   printing and related support activities   2 * * * 

   chemical    2 * * * 

   plastics and rubber products   2    212  2 $676 

   nonmetallic metal product   3 * * * 

   primary metal   1      29  <1% $553 

   fabricated metal product   6       4 0 $323 

   machinery   3 * * * 

   computer and electronic product   1 * * * 

   electrical equipment, appliance/component   2 * * * 

   transportation equipment   3 * * * 

   furniture and related product   9    290  2% $470 

   miscellaneous   2   * 

   beverage and tobacco product   0 0 0 0 

   apparel   0 0 0 0 

table continued on next page 
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Service-Providing 535 6,358 52% $483 

utilities     2 * * * 

wholesale trade    35 397 3% $564 

retail trade  132 1,563 13% $347 

transportation and warehousing    24 422 4% $658 

information    14 138 1% $798 

finance and insurance    40 214 2% $741 

real estate, rental and leasing     21 109 1% $393 

professional, scientific and technical    34 133 1% $560 

management:  companies/enterprises      3 60 1% $574 

 administrative and support, waste management,   

 and remediation services 
   22 377 3% $398 

educational services     5 * * * 

health care and social assistance   72 1,625 13% $628 

arts, entertainment and recreation     7 43 <1% $291 

accommodation & food services   54 876 7% $192 

other services (except public administration)   70 186 2% $440 

unclassified – industry not assigned     2 * * * 

total - private sector 689 9,291 76% $549 

total - government   81 2,923 24% $768 

local government   22 1555 13% $536 

state government   44 1224 10% $682 

federal government   15 144 1% $1,086 

all industries 770 12,214 100% $548 
 * confidential data; cannot be released 

  Source: Georgia Department of Labor, Employment and Wages 2008 

  

According to this Georgia Department of Labor information, the private sector accounted for 

approximately 76% of local employment in 2008.  Overall, goods-producing industries 

accounted for 24%, service-producing 52% and government-employment the 24% balance.   

  

Largest Private Sector Employers 

2008 

Employer # Employees Product 

Sumter Regional Hospital 700 health care 

Cooper Lighting  600 residential, commercial, industrial lighting fixtures 

Habitat for Humanity 450 housing provider for low income 

Wal-Mart 380 retailer of general consumer goods 

Magnolia Manor 300 nursing home care 

Mullite Corp. of America  236 kaolin and bauxite mining 
Sources:  Harris Infosource; (Georgia Chamber of Commerce),  

 

At the time of the 2000 Census, 83% (11,652) of employed residents of Sumter County worked 

in the community; the 16% (2,311) balance commuted out-of-county to work.  Twenty-three 

percent (3,431) of jobs in the community were filled by people who lived outside the County. 
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WASTE STREAM CHARACTERIZATION 

 

The community lacks the financial and personnel resources necessary to perform a waste
1
 

characterization study which would clearly delineate the various types of local waste generators 

(residential, commercial, industrial, etc.), the types of waste they each contribute (paper, plastic, metal, 

etc.), the volume of waste they each generate, and the proportion each type comprises of the total 

waste stream.  In absence of detailed local data, the community is utilizing the state’s most recent 

(2004) waste characterization study as reported in the Georgia Solid Waste Management Plan, 

adopted in 2006.  The thirteen municipal solid waste landfills included in the survey and their 

respective locations are highlighted in the following graphic. 

 

Municipal Solid Waste Facilities (13) Included in 2004 State Waste Characterization Survey 

Regional Development Center (16) Boundaries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In an effort to use waste information believed to be most reflective of Sumter County, landfill 

survey data from the more rural regions were reviewed and compared with statewide data.  There 

was such wide variation in waste stream composition even among the rural areas it could not be 

determined which most nearly reflected local conditions.  Therefore, based on the assumptions 

                                                      
1
 Solid waste is any garbage or refuse; sludge from a wastewater treatment plant, water supply treatment plant, or air pollution control facility; 

and other discarded material including solid, liquid, semisolid, or contained gaseous material resulting from industrial, commercial, mining, and 

agricultural operations and from community activities, but does not include recovered materials; solid or dissolved materials in domestic sewage; 

solid or dissolved materials in irrigation return flows or industrial discharges that are point sources; or source, special nuclear, or by-product 
material as defined by the federal Atomic Energy Act of 1954. 
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that the larger survey universe (thirteen landfills) would mitigate extreme variations in waste 

stream composition, reduce margins of error and therefore be more reflective of local conditions, 

composite survey data generated for the state as a whole was utilized for the purpose of 

characterizing the local waste stream.  According to the survey, waste was generated statewide 

by the various sectors in the following proportions:  

 

 

Reported Waste Disposed Statewide - 2004 

Sector Tons Percentage 

Residential 4.7 million 30% 

Commercial 3.3 million 21% 

Industrial 1.7 million 11% 

C&D 5 million 33% 

Sludge/Bio-solids .8 million 5% 

Total 15.5 million 100% 
Source:  Solid Waste Management Plan, State of Georgia, Table 2-1 - adopted 5/3/2006 

 

 

These figures represent the waste disposed in municipal solid waste (MSW)
2
 and construction and 

demolition (C&D)
3
 landfills.  There were approximately 400,000 additional tons of waste disposed in 

two industrial landfills, one composting facility and an incinerator, all located in distant parts of the 

state.  In addition, unknown volumes of waste (primarily yard waste) were disposed in inert landfills, 

in on-site (captive) industrial landfills, in burn barrels, discarded as litter and deposited in unauthorized 

or illegal dumps. 

 

The focus of this plan is on MSW, as defined in state law (household and commercial solid wastes), 

yard waste and C&D waste.  This excludes solid waste from mining, agricultural, and silvicultural 

operations, and industrial processes and operations.  MSW accounts for approximately 80% of the 

state waste stream, minus, of course, the unknown volumes of yard waste, captive waste, etc., 

mentioned in the preceding paragraph.   

 

The following graphic depicts the types and proportions of waste documented in the state’s waste 

stream, and for present purposes imputed locally, followed by depictions of the component parts, 

and proportions, of each type of waste.   

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
2
 Municipal Solid Waste is any solid waste derived from households, including garbage, trash, and sanitary waste in septic tanks and means solid waste from 

single family and multifamily residences, hotels and motels, bunkhouses, campgrounds, picnic grounds, and day use recreation areas. The term includes yard 

trimmings and commercial solid waste but does not include recovered materials, or solid waste from mining, agricultural, or silvicultural operations or 

industrial processes or operations. 
3
 Construction and demolition waste is waste building materials and rubble resulting from construction, remodeling, repair, and demolition 

operations on pavements, houses, commercial buildings and other structures.  Such wastes include, but are not limited to, asbestos containing 

waste, wood, bricks, metal, concrete, wall board, paper, cardboard, inert waste landfill material, and other nonputrescible wastes which have a 
low potential for groundwater contamination. 



   

Greater Sumter County  

Solid Waste Solid Management Plan 2004-2019     7 
 

Figure 1  –  Solid Waste Composition–Georgia 2004 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.1 Paper Waste Disposed – Georgia 2004 
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Figure 1.2     Organic Waste Disposed-Georgia 2004 
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Figure 1.3      Plastic Waste Disposed-Georgia 2004 
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Figure 1.4      C&D Waste Disposed-Georgia 2004 
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Figure 1.5      Metal Waste Disposed-Georgia 2004 
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Figure 1.6     Glass Waste Disposed-Georgia 2004 
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Figure 1.7     Inorganic Waste Disposed-Georgia 2004 
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According to the survey data presented in Figure 1, paper (39%) and organic wastes (27%) 

collectively account for two-thirds of the state’s waste stream.  Closer analysis (Figures 1.1 and 1.2) 

reveals corrugated cardboard (11%) and food wastes (12%), the largest components of paper and 

organic wastes, respectively, account collectively for almost one-quarter (23%) of the waste stream.   

 

 

LOCAL WASTE DATA 

 

Presented in the following table are the community’s recent, annual municipal solid waste (MSW) 

volumes.   Census Bureau annual population estimates are used to estimate the per capita waste 

generation rates.  The state’s most recent per capita waste generation rate is presented for reference.   

 

Estimated Per Capita Waste Volume* 

Year 
Estimated 

Population 
1 

Local Waste 

Tonnage 

Annual 
2
 

Local Waste 

lbs/person/day 
3
 

Georgia MSW 

lbs/person/day  

2008 32,449 40,005 6.75 n/a 

2007 32,613 50,621 8.50 n/a 

2006 32,523 48,183 8.12 n/a 

2005 32,376 50,905 8.61 n/a 

2004 32,695  54,952 9.21 6.38 
4
 

* The following text is integral to interpretation of this data. 
1  U.S. Census Bureau 
2    report from Environmental Protection Division, Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
3  based on 365 day year 

4  Solid Waste Management Plan, State of Georgia adopted May  3, 2006; waste generated in-state 

 

Official reporting data indicate relative consistency in the size of the waste stream during the three-

year period 2005-2007; averaging 49,903 tons annually.  The high and low volumes during that period 

varied from the average by +2% and -3.5%.    The relatively extreme volumes reported for 2004 and 

2008 are dismissed from the projections that follow because, (1) the waste volume for a twelve month 

period immediately preceding 2004 was significantly lower than the 2004 data, and (2) the low 

volume reported in 2008 is attributed to a significant downturn in the local economy resulting in plant 

closures and job loss.  Averaging the waste volumes for the period 2005-2007 yields an estimated 

waste stream of 8.4 lbs. per person per day.  However, this rate is not directly comparable to the state 

rate presented in the preceding table.   

 

The Georgia Solid Waste Management Plan reports that construction and demolition (C&D) materials 

constitute one-third of total tonnage disposed in landfills throughout Georgia, and 70% of this volume 

is disposed in C&D landfills,
4
 not in a lined municipal solid waste landfill as is the case with most of 

the local C&D waste.
5
  Consequently, most of Georgia’s C&D waste is not included in the 6.38 lbs. 

per capita attributed to the state in the preceding table.  Applying these statewide percentages to the 

local waste stream (2005-2007 average) yields a C&D waste volume of 16,468 tons, with 11,528 tons 
                                                      
4
 Table 2-1; 2004 waste data 

5
 Over 99% of the local waste stream is reportedly disposed in the commercial landfill in Taylor County (Ga. EPD); where C&D waste is not separated from  

  MSW.   According to reported data, 3,750 tons of C&D waste was disposed in a C&D landfill in 2008 
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disposed in a C&D landfill.  Official data made available by the state regulatory agency indicated 

3,750 tons of C&D waste originating in Sumter County was disposed in a C&D landfill in 2008, 

suggesting that approximately 7,778 tons of C&D waste may be disposed in a MSW landfill.  

Reducing the local waste stream by this latter volume would presumably make for a more direct 

comparison between local and state statistics, yielding a local MSW waste stream of 42,125 annual 

tons.  This equates to a local waste generation rate of 7.1 lbs.
6
, almost ¾ lb. higher than the latest 

available state rate.   

 

Still other adjustments to the data are necessary for a more realistic comparison of local and state 

waste generation rates.  The community is an economic trade center at the sub-regional level, 

attracting waste generators (workers, commuting college/university students, tourists, etc.) which 

swell daily human presence above the official population.  Sumter nets 1,100 additional “occupants” 

each work day as the number commuting into the county to work exceed the number of residents who 

work out-of-county.
7
  Americus is home to a small college and a small university, both of which have 

a significant student commuter enrollment which are not reflected in the census.  The regional hospital 

attracts patients and visitors from surrounding counties, and three nursing homes attract uncounted 

numbers of visitors. 

 

The community is the site of the surrounding area’s largest volume retailer; a generator of large 

volumes of packing materials.  Several tourist sites also attract a significant transient population.  In 

addition to almost 400 hotel/motel rooms accommodating short-term guests, several local restaurants 

cater to tourists, transients and residents of surrounding communities, increasing food packaging and 

food waste above what would normally occur in a small community.  Lake Blackshear makes up part 

of the county’s eastern boundary, with Georgia Veterans Memorial State Park located on the eastern 

lakefront.  This state park records the highest visitation of any facility in the state’s sixty-three park 

system. 

 

It is difficult to affix a true waste generation rate to these transient populations, but it is not beyond 

reason that collectively they contribute approximately one-half pound of MSW per capita to the local 

waste steam.  This further reduction places waste generation at 6.6 lbs per capita, .2 lb. higher than the 

most recent state rate.  Not included in the preceding narrative is the fact that the community appears 

annually on the state’s list of most economically distressed counties.  This is a strong indication 

residents’ lack the discretionary income which has been proven to result in larger per capita waste 

generation, and that the generation rate of the resident population is actually lower than the 6.6 lbs. 

estimated here. 

 

The relatively sparse level of development in the community serves to limit the volume of waste that 

would be generated by a disaster.  The local population density is 48% (68 persons/square mile) of the 

state level; housing unit density is 50% (28 units/square mile) of statewide housing density.
8
  

Development is most heavily concentrated in and adjacent to the City of Americus.  In the aggregate, 

municipal land area accounts for <4% of the community’s total land area; 80-85% of the community’s 

total land area is in agricultural production or woodland.
9
   

                                                      
6
 Using the average population for the three-year period 2005-2007 (32,484) and 365 day year 

7
 2000 Census 

8 2000 Census 
9
 Comprehensive Plan 
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WASTE PROJECTIONS 

 

A straight-line application of the recent (2005-2007) local per capita waste generation rate (6.6 lbs.) is 

used below to project the resident waste volume.  Population estimates 2004-2008 are from U. S. 

Census Bureau.  The annual rate of estimated population loss (61) 2004-2008 is reduced by half 2009-

2010.  The population is projected to stabilize in 2011.  Completion of the new hospital in 2011 and 

improvements to U. S. 19 are used as the basis to project an annual population increase of 1% 

thereafter. 

 

 

Waste Projections 2004 -2019 † 

Year 

Population 

Estimate/ 

Projection
1
 

p/p/d 
2
 

Annual  

Tonnage
3
 

Year 

Population 

Estimate/ 

Projection
1
 

p/p/d 
2
 

Annual  

Tonnage
3
 

 

2004 
32,695 6.6 39,381* 

 

2012 
32,714 6.6 

39,404 

 

2005 
32,376 6.6 38,997* 

 

2013 
33,041 6.6 

39,798 

 

2006 
32,523 6.6 39,174* 

 

2014 
33,371 6.6 

40,195 

 

2007 
32,613 6.6 39,282* 

 

2015 
33,705 6.6 

40,598 

 

2008 
32,449 6.6 39,085* 

 

2016 
34,042 6.6 

41,004 

 

2009 
32,419 6.6 39,049 

 

2017 
34,382 6.6 

41,413 

 

2010 
32,389 6.6 39,013 

 

2018 
34,726 6.6 

41,827 

 

2011 
32,390 6.6 

39,014  

2019 
35,073 6.6 

42,245 

 † The preceding text is integral to interpretation of data in this table. 
1  U. S. Census estimates; Sumter County  Comprehensive Plan  2006-2026 

2   pounds per person per day; 2005-2007 estimated per capita rate 
3  based on 365 day year 
* based on estimated annual average generation rate, not on actual volume data reported in preceding table. 
*  The preceding text is integral to interpretation of data in this table. 
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WASTE REDUCTION 

 

INVENTORY 

 

In 1995, Sumter County, Americus, De Soto and Leslie entered into a long-term contract with 

the Solid Waste Management Authority of Crisp County for collection and transport of mixed 

waste, and comprehensive recycling of materials-of-value at a materials recovery facility (MRF) 

and disposal of non-recycled waste materials out-of-county.  However, the MRF never achieved 

the projected recycling level, and market prices for materials-of-value removed from the waste 

stream were not sufficient to maintain recycling activity of the multi-million dollar facility.  

Consequently, the MRF essentially ceased operations in 2000.  Recycling activity did continue 

on-site, but at a very low volume and it did not include the local waste stream.  Nevertheless, the 

collection and hauling agreement remains in force, including a clause prohibiting local parties 

(Sumter County, De Soto and Leslie) to the agreement from implementing any waste reduction 

activities.  Hence there are not any publicly sponsored reduction/recycling activities in these 

three jurisdictions. 

 

Recycling 

The City of Americus maintains containers dedicated to separated collection of plastics (#1, #2, 

#4, #5, #6 and #7), paper (newspaper, office paper, magazines, junk mail, food paper boxes) and 

metal (aluminum cans and steel cans) at two unmanned sites; one each in the southeast and 

northwest corners of the city.  Collected materials are stockpiled by the city for transport out-of-

community by a vendor for recycling. 

 

At this writing a local commercial recycler has been operating in Americus approximately one 

year.  Materials-of-value handled include aluminum/steel cans, aluminum wire, cast aluminum, 

electric motors, chrome wheels, radiators, sealed refrigeration systems, copper wire, steel, brass, 

batteries, heater cores, cardboard, magazines and newspaper.  Some approximate annual volumes 

diverted from landfill disposal are; alminum-75 tons, cardboard-400 tons, and other non-ferrous 

materials-20 tons.  Recyclable materials are transported out-of-community for recycling; non-

recycled materials are transported to disposal sites out-of-community.   

 

Habitat for Humanity operates a ±15,000 square feet warehouse facility in Americus from which 

(primarily) used housing materials, supplies and fixtures are retailed to the general public.  No 

weight or sales volumes information is available.   

 

Georgia Southwestern State University purchases stationery through state contract made from 

recycled paper.  Office paper is shredded and recycled.  Spent motor oil and light ballasts are 

recycled.  The school purchased specialty equipment to crush fluorescent light bulbs for 

recycling. 

 

South Georgia Technical College recycles copy machine and printer toner cartridges, purchases 

recycled paper for stationery (when cost competitive) and recycles spent motor oil.  Student 

organizations often hold aluminum can recycling drives. 

 

Sumter Regional Hospital recycles batteries in computer and medical equipment, and over the 
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course of a year tons of confidential paper are shredded, collected by a paper recycler and 

transported out-of-county for recycling.  No weight or volume data is available. The hospital is 

in the process of implementing the Green Thread program; a recycling initiative within the 

hospital industry.  While some materials (paper) will be separated on site, most waste items will 

be aggregated for ease of collection, transport out-of-county and separated at a material recovery 

facility for recycling.  A short list of such materials includes cardboard, steel cans and plastics. 

 

There are two large franchise grocery stores in the community, and one major retail variety store 

with a major grocery department.  All three collect, bale and backhaul old corrugated cardboard 

(OCC) to their respective distribution centers out-of-county for recycling.  Smaller franchise and 

local grocers also collect OCC for sale to recyclers who also process the material out-of-county.  

No weight volume data is available.   

 

The Americus-Sumter County School System has an aggressive green education program 

directed through the Environmental Education Manager; a program-dedicated, paid staff 

position.  Students prepare bulletin boards presenting information about the environmental 

benefits of recycling.  Materials collected for recycling during the 2008-2009 school term 

included glass, plastic, paper, aluminum and toner cartridges; no volume data is available.  A 

program expansion is proposed for the 2009-2010 term, including initiation of a “Going Green” 

program in Sumter County Primary.    

 

Because of a contract provision in collection agreements cited above and/or their small 

populations, there are not any public recycling activities in Andersonville (339), De Soto (206), 

Leslie (437) or Plains (614). 

 

Reduction 

The City of Americus purchases recycled office supplies, converts used office paper into note 

pads and reuses file folders.  The city has taken progressive efforts to reduce paper usage; utility 

software reduces/eliminates paper reports, and funds have been budgeted to purchase lap tops for 

city council use reviewing/studying agenda, minutes and reports.  Municipal sludge is collected 

by a commercial composter, diverting the material from landfill disposal into mulch.  Phoebe-

Sumter Medical Center is transitioning from using fewer disposable items to more reusable 

pieces of medical equipment.  Landscaping debris generated on the campus of Georgia 

Southwestern State University is chipped and used on-site for mulch or ground cover.  Excess 

material is given to the public.
 

 

Yard Debris 

There is no collection of yard debris in the unincorporated area, De Soto or Leslie.  State law and 

local ordinances require residents who actively manage this material to secure a permit from the 

Georgia Forestry Commission before burning yard debris on site.   

 

In Americus bagged leaves and small limbs
10

 are collected weekly by Advanced Disposal 

Services.  The material is chipped and disposed in the county’s inert landfill.
11

  No volume 

records of this waste material are collected.   

                                                      
10

 <12” diameter maximum length 6’; >12” diameter maximum length 2’ 
11

 Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Division 
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Yard debris is collected weekly from all sites in Andersonville by city forces.  The material is 

collected loose at curbside, separate from other waste materials, and disposed in the city-owned 

inert landfill located near the city’s western corporate limits.
12

 

 

Plains city forces collect yard debris separate from other waste material at curbside on a call-

response basis.  A user fee of $5-$15 is assessed.  This material is held in a dumpster provided 

by the contracted waste hauler until transported out-of-city for disposal.   

 

Special Management Items 

There are not any programs addressing electronics or household hazardous waste at the community 

level.  Lead acid batteries and tires are removed from the waste stream by retailers.  Auto parts 

retailers offer rebates for the cores of car batteries; a private sector incentive which reduces the 

incidence of improper disposal.  The local commercial recycler also receives lead acid automotive 

batteries.  Tire dealers collect a disposal fee from customers to cover costs associated with recycling 

spent tires.  State-permitted haulers collect used tires from local retailers.  Phoebe-Sumter Medical 

Center also recycles batteries used in computers and hospital equipment.  White goods and brown 

goods are collected by the contract haulers. 

 

General Summary of Waste Reduction/Recycling Activities 
1
   

Materials/Activity Entity 
batteries K&K 

2
, Phoebe-Sumter 

cans-aluminum Americus, Bd. of Ed., K&K, SGTC,  

cans-steel Americus, K&K, Phoebe-Sumter 

cardboard grocery stores, K&K, Phoebe-Sumter,  

conversion from disposal to reusable equipment Phoebe-Sumter 

conversion from paper to electronic reports Americus, Phoebe-Sumter 

convert municipal sludge to mulch Americus 

convert yard debris to mulch Americus, GSW 

food paper boxes Americus 

glass Bd. of Ed. 

housing materials/supplies/fixtures Habitat for Humanity 

junk mail Americus 

light ballasts/bulbs GSW 

magazines Americus, K&K 

newspaper Americus, Bd. of Ed., K&K,  

office paper-purchase recycled Americus, Bd. of Ed., GSW, SGTC,  

office paper-shred and recycle GSW, Phoebe-Sumter 

plastics Bd. of Ed., Phoebe-Sumter,  

reusable equipment Phoebe-Sumter 

spent oil GSW, SGTC 

toner cartridges GSW, SGTC 

aluminum wire, cast aluminum, electric motors, chrome wheels, 

ra-diators, sealed refrigerant systems, copper wire, steel, brass, 

heater cores 

K&K 

1 quantifiable data either by volume or value generally not available 
2 commercial recycler 

                                                      
12

 349 Jackson Street 
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ASSESSMENT 

 

The two most common waste types in the waste stream statewide are paper and organic materials; 

reportedly accounting collectively for two-thirds of the typical waste stream.
13

  Corrugated 

cardboard is the largest (28%) recyclable component of paper waste, and food waste is by far the 

most common (44%) component of organic waste.
14

  Cardboard is credited with 11% of the waste 

stream statewide, and food waste another 12%.  Imputing these state averages to the local waste 

stream, they collectively account for ±23% of the total volume.  The community’s largest generators 

of corrugated cardboard have been actively engaged in recycling for several years.   

 

GOAL: Increase the volume of solid waste diverted from the landfill  

 NEED 1:   Increase public awareness of, and participation in, available waste 

        reduction/recycling opportunities  

 NEED 2:   Within parameters of current collection agreements, investigate feasibility of 

        composting institutional food wastes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
13

  Georgia Solid Waste Management Plan 2006, Table 2-6 
14

  Georgia Solid Waste Management Plan 2006, Table 2-6 
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COLLECTION 

 

INVENTORY 

 

Household/Commercial 

Sumter County has a contract with the Solid Waste Management Authority of Crisp County
15

 for 

weekly, curbside collection of household waste, brown goods and white goods throughout the 

unincorporated area.  The residential rate is added to owners’ property tax bill at the current 

(2009) annual rate of $195 per residence.  Commercial establishments in the unincorporated area 

negotiate their own agreements for collection and disposal.  Contractors and owners of 

construction and demolition debris are responsible for proper removal and disposal.   

 

The City of Americus has a contract with Advanced Disposal Services for weekly, curbside 

collection of household waste.  Households pay $18.64 per month (2009) for the service, which 

includes collection of brown goods and white goods.  Commercial establishments are also 

serviced through the city’s contract; industrial accounts are serviced through separate agreements 

between the company and a service provider of their choosing.  Contractors and owners of 

construction and demolition debris are responsible for proper removal and disposal. 

  

The City of Andersonville performed collection until 2002 when it contracted with TransWaste 

Services for weekly, curbside collection of household waste.  The $15.82 monthly user fee 

includes collection of white goods and brown goods placed at curbside.  The contract includes 

commercial/industrial service, which starts at $32.30 per month.  Contractors and owners of 

construction and demolition debris are responsible for proper removal and disposal. 

 

The City of De Soto has a contract with the Solid Waste Management Authority of Crisp 

County
16

 for weekly, curbside collection of household waste.  The $16.50 monthly user fee 

includes collection of white goods and brown goods placed at curbside.  The contract includes 

commercial/industrial service, but with varying rates.  Contractors and owners of construction 

and demolition debris are responsible for proper removal and disposal. 

   

The City of Leslie has a contract with the Solid Waste Management Authority of Crisp County
17

 

for weekly collection of residential waste, brown goods and white goods.  Residents pay $16.60 

for the curbside service.  Commercial collection is a separate service negotiated between the 

business and waste hauler.   

 

The City of Plains contracts with Jones Sanitation
18

 for solid waste collection.  Households pay 

$11.50 a month for weekly, curbside service.  Commercial/industrial service is included in the 

contract with the city.  White goods and brown goods are collected at curbside on a call-response 

basis for an additional $5-$15 fee.   

 

Recycling 

The City of Americus maintains containers dedicated to separated collection of plastics (#1, #2, 

                                                      
15 Service is sub-contracted to TransWaste Services 
16 Service is sub-contracted to TransWaste Services 
17 Service is sub-contracted to TransWaste Services 
18

 3428 Ben Williams Road, Preston, Georgia 
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#4, #5, #6 and #7), paper (newspaper, office paper, magazines, junk mail, food paper boxes) and 

metal (aluminum cans and steel cans) at two unmanned sites; one each in the southeast and 

northwest corners of the city.  Collected materials are stockpiled by the city for transport out-of-

community by a vendor for recycling. 

 

At this writing a local commercial recycler has been operating in Americus approximately one 

year.  Materials-of-value handled include aluminum/steel cans, aluminum wire, cast aluminum, 

electric motors, chrome wheels, radiators, sealed refrigeration systems, copper wire, steel, brass, 

batteries, heater cores, cardboard, magazines and newspaper.  Some approximate annual volumes 

diverted from landfill disposal are; alminum-75 tons, cardboard-400 tons, and other non-ferrous 

materials-20 tons.  Recyclable materials are transported out-of-community for recycling; non-

recycled materials are transported to disposal sites out-of-community.   

 

Habitat for Humanity operates a ±15,000 square feet warehouse facility in Americus from which 

(primarily) used housing materials, supplies and fixtures are retailed to the general public.  No 

weight or sales volumes information is available.   

 

Georgia Southwestern State University purchases stationery through state contract made from 

recycled paper.  Office paper is shredded and recycled.  Spent motor oil and light ballasts are 

recycled.  The school purchased specialty equipment to crush fluorescent light bulbs for 

recycling. 

 

South Georgia Technical College recycles copy machine and printer toner cartridges, purchases 

recycled paper for stationery (when cost competitive) and recycles spent motor oil.  Student 

organizations often hold aluminum can recycling drives. 

 

Sumter Regional Hospital recycles batteries in computer and medical equipment, and over the 

course of a year tons of confidential paper are shredded, collected by a paper recycler and 

transported out-of-county for recycling.  No weight or volume data is available. The hospital is 

in the process of implementing the Green Thread program; a recycling initiative within the 

hospital industry.  While some materials (paper) will be separated on site, most waste items will 

be aggregated for ease of collection, transport out-of-county and separated at a material recovery 

facility for recycling.  A short list of such materials includes cardboard, steel cans and plastics. 

 

There are two large franchise grocery stores in the community, and one major retail variety store 

with a major grocery department.  All three collect, bale and backhaul old corrugated cardboard 

(OCC) to their respective distribution centers out-of-county for recycling.  Smaller franchise and 

local grocers also collect OCC for sale to recyclers who also process the material out-of-county.  

No weight volume data is available.   

 

The Americus-Sumter County School System has an aggressive green education program 

directed through the Environmental Education Manager; a program-dedicated, paid staff 

position.  Students prepare bulleting boards presenting information about the environmental 

benefits of recycling.  Materials collected for recycling during the 2008-2009 school term 

included glass, plastic, paper, aluminum and toner cartridges; no volume data is available.  A 

program expansion is proposed for the 2009-2010 term, including initiation of a “Going Green” 
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program in Sumter County Primary.    

 

Because of a contract provision in collection agreements cited above and/or their small 

populations, there are not any public recycling activities in Andersonville (339), De Soto (206), 

Leslie (437) or Plains (614). 

 

Yard Debris 

There is no collection of yard debris in the unincorporated area, De Soto or Leslie.  Residents 

who actively manage this material typically secure permits from the Georgia Forestry 

Commission to burn the debris on-site.     

 

In Americus bagged leaves and small limbs (<12” diameter maximum length 6’; >12” diameter 

maximum length 2’) are collected throughout the city (residential, and commercial/industrial as 

needed) by Advanced Disposal Services.  The material is chipped and disposed in the county-

owned inert landfill.
19

  Municipal forces collect and chip yard debris from city-owned sites for 

disposal in the county’s inert landfill.  The city also collects and chips Christmas trees.  The 

chipped material is made available at no cost to the public.  No weight volume data is collected 

for yard debris or Christmas trees collected in the city.     

 

Yard debris is collected from residential, and commercial/industrial sites as needed, in 

Andersonville by city forces.  The material is disposed in the city-owned inert landfill located 

near the city’s western corporate limits.
20

  There is no user fee for this service. 

 

Plains’ city forces collect yard debris on a call-response basis.  A $5-$15 user fee is assessed.  

Collected material is stored in a dumpster provided by the contract garbage hauler until 

transported out-of-city by the contractor for disposal.   

 

Litter and Illegal Dumping 

Despite the existence of litter ordinances, littering is a problem throughout much of the 

community.   

 

Illegal dump sites are not an issue in the incorporated areas, primarily because the smaller 

geographical areas are easier to patrol.  County code enforcement personnel do periodically have 

to approach property owners about illegal dumping in the unincorporated area.  Threats of legal 

action are typically enough to get the issue resolved.  Nevertheless, at any given time there are 

sites that have to be addressed.  This is especially true in the case of tires.  Americus also has a 

few, small problematic scrap tire sites. The community participated in state-funded scrap tire 

recycling programs of the past, and would utilize the program again if available.   

 

CONTINGENCY STRATEGY 

 

The state regulatory agency has issued permits to approximately forty entities located within 

approximately fifty/sixty miles of Sumter County to perform some form(s) of solid waste 

collection.  One-half dozen of these will cross county lines to collect municipal solid waste at the 

                                                      
19

 361 McMath Mill Road, Americus 
20

 349 Jackson Street 
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county level.  There are other large-volume waste haulers located beyond the fifty mile radius 

collecting MSW in some adjoining counties.  These and perhaps other appropriately permitted 

entities providing services on a wider regional or statewide basis would likely be among the first 

to be contacted for emergency procurement of solid waste collection and hauling services if for 

any reason any of the current contract haulers should suddenly and unexpectedly not be able to 

maintain the service. 

 

In the event an emergency situation necessitates procurement of an alternative waste collection 

service,
21

 any one/combination of the following options (or possibly others appropriate at the 

time) may be utilized by either or both jurisdictions: 

1. implement mutual aid agreements (Sumter) with adjoining counties;  

timeframe < seven days 

2. employ emergency procurement procedures to secure an interim/permanent waste hauler 

            and re-establish collection service; timeframe  < seven days 

3. utilize temporary services of the Georgia National Guard resulting from a gubernatorial  

           declaration of emergency to arrange a long term resolution of the need;  

timeframe   < seven days 

 

In the event there is need to inform the public of emergency changes in collection, any affected 

jurisdiction will employ any one/combination of local radio or commercial or pubic television 

broadcasts, daily newspaper, web page and direct mailings. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

The collection program is considered adequate.  Although the primary commercial hauler has 

been present in the community for over a decade, as Americus proved in 2007, alternative waste 

haulers are available.   

 

There are not any population or economic trends on the horizon which would appear to require 

changes in the way solid waste is collected in the community.  There are not any topographic 

features to impede waste collection.  While yard debris is not collected in the unincorporated 

area and two of the smaller cities, the absence of this service is not uncommon for rural and 

sparsely populated jurisdictions.   

 

All jurisdictions should position themselves to be able to immediately secure alternative waste 

collection and hauling services in the event the current provider is suddenly and unexpectedly 

prevented from maintaining service.  Interrupted collection of brown goods, white goods and 

yard debris is not as critical as collection of MSW, but the nature of an emergency could be such 

that the inability to remove these waste items could impede/prevent delivery of essential 

services.   

 

GOAL 1:   Maintain the method of collection most advantageous to the respective 

constituencies 

 

NEED 1.1:  Maintain curbside collection  

                                                      
21 Sumter County and Americus has secured a suspense contract for yard debris enforceable upon federal declaration of a local disaster  
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GOAL 2: Develop emergency procedure(s) where needed for quickly securing alternative 

waste collection service(s) (municipal and yard debris) if for any reason the 

method(s) currently in-use cannot be maintained  

    

NEED 2.1:  Write and adopt emergency procurement policies where needed 
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DISPOSAL 

 

INVENTORY 

 

The county ceased receiving municipal solid waste in 1996.  Since that time there has not been 

any MSW disposed in the community.  Although there are three commercial waste haulers 

operating under contract in the community, the overwhelming majority of the community’s 

waste stream is transported to the commercial landfill in Taylor County for disposal. 

 

There are not any thermal treatment, waste-to-energy, refuse-derived fuel, wood waste 

incinerators, tire-derived fuel, co-firing industrial boiler, tire mono-fill, or other type 

disposal/processing facilities, publicly- or privately-owned, current or (to local government 

knowledge) being planned for the community.   

 

Excluding any future services(s) and/or facility(ies) serving exclusively either or both local 

jurisdictions, and any waste handling facility(ies) a local industry may need for its sole use, no 

other waste service(s) or waste handling facility(ies) requiring a state permit for siting or 

operation are warranted in the community for the duration of the current planning period. 

 

CONTINGENCY STRATEGY 

 

According to the state regulatory agency’s database, there are five MSW landfills located within 

a fifty-sixty mile radius of Sumter County with at least ten years disposal capacity remaining.  

The three facilities which accept waste from out-of-county are identified in the following table.  

It is believed that in an emergency, arrangements for proper disposal could be arranged within a 

seven day timeframe on either an interim or permanent basis with either of the Crisp or Houston 

County sites.  (Taylor is the current waste disposal site.)  An interim disposal arrangement would 

give the community additional time to consider more distant facilities, if necessary, for a 

permanent agreement. 

 

 

Municipal Solid Waste Landfills* 

Within 50-60 miles of Sumter County 

County Permit Number Facility Name 
Facility 

Type 
Dominion 

Average 

Daily 

Tons 

Estimated 

Years 

Remaining 

Crisp 
040-

008D(MSW) 
Crisp Co-US 41S  MSW Public 172 96 

Houston 076-020D(SL) 
Houston Co 

Klondike  
MSW Public 492 13 

Taylor 133-003D(SL) 

Veolia Env. Svc. 

Taylor Co. 

Landfill 

MSW Commercial 2400 68 

* Lined landfills with >10 years capacity remaining and receiving waste generated out-of-county 
Source:  Georgia Department of Natural Resources, List of 2007 Landfill Remaining Capacity, revised Jan. 2009 
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The landfill in Houston County is reported to have thirteen years capacity remaining on the 

current permit, but the county owns two thousand adjoining acres purchased for the specific 

purpose of landfill expansion.  The owner intends to secure the necessary permit(s) for extended 

service before expiration of the current permit.  Another landfill worthy of note but not identified 

in the above table is the Middle Georgia Regional Solid Waste Management Authority in 

adjoining Macon County.  The Middle Georgia Regional Solid Waste Management Authority 

owns a MSW and C&D site permit.  At this writing, only a transfer station and C&D disposal 

site are in operation, with MSW passing through the transfer station being transported to a 

commercial landfill in Bibb County.  Whenever tipping fees at other landfills increase to the 

point that the waste stream captured by the Authority can be deposited on site at less cost, the 

Authority has stated it will seek permitting authority for MSW cell development on-site.   

 

As the following graphic depicts, Sumter County is in an area of the state where excess MSW 

disposal capacity is commonplace.    

 

                               
 

  

The following table reveals remaining disposal capacities of C&D landfills within a fifty-sixty 

mile radius of the community.  Two sites not included are the Crisp County landfill and a large 

commercial landfill in Taylor County.  The state regulatory agency credits the Crisp site with 

almost a century of capacity remaining.  Crisp currently disposes of C&D material in the lined 

MSW facility but is pursuing a C&D landfill permit.  C&D material is also disposed in the MSW 

landfill in Taylor County, and as reported in the preceding table, has more than a half-century 

capacity remaining. 
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 C&D Landfills* 

Within ±50 miles of Sumter County 

2007 

County Permit Number Facility Name 
Facility 

Type 
Dominion 

Average 

Daily 

Tons 

Estimated 

Years 

Remaining 

Bibb 011-018D(L) 
Swift Creek 

Landfill C&D Commercial 
12 64 

Houston 
076-

024D(C&D) 

Houston Co 

Klondike  C&D Public 
173 32 

Macon 
094-

009D(MSW) 

Middle GA. 

Regional  C&D Public 
56 17 

*  with >10 years capacity remaining 

Source:  Georgia Department of Natural Resources, List of 2007 Landfill Remaining Capacity, Revised Feb 2008 

 

In the event there is need to inform the public of emergency changes in disposal, the community 

has access to any combination of regional radio and television broadcasts, daily and weekly 

newspapers, an internet web site and even direct mailings. 

  

ASSESSMENT 

 

The community is well-positioned for long-term disposal of the local waste stream; well beyond 

the ten-year solid waste planning horizon.  Not only does the current disposal site have long-term 

capacity, there are attractive alternative disposal facilities in nearby counties.   

 

Two primary disposal needs were identified; development of emergency procurement procedures 

to expedite selection of alternative disposal sites in the event need were to arise, and 

identification of potential sites for temporary storage of inert materials resulting from a disaster.  

 

GOAL 1:   Maintain the capability to provide for adequate and proper disposal of the local 

  waste stream under both normal and emergency operating conditions 

 

NEED 1.1:  Develop and adopt emergency procurement policies 

NEED 1.2:  Consider identify potential holding sites for temporary storage of inert debris 

            resulting from natural or man-made disaster 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.georgiaepd.org/Files_XLS/regcomm/lpb/swcapacity.xls


   

Greater Sumter County  

Solid Waste Solid Management Plan 2004-2019     25 
 

Local Inert Landfills 
1
 

Permit Number Owner Facility Address City 

PBR-129-01Il City of Andersonville Jackson Street Andersonville 

PBR-129-02Il Mullite Co. of America Ga Highway 195  Andersonville 

PBR-129-03Il Conart.Inc. Highway 280 East of Cobb Cobb 

PBR-129-04Il Board of Commissioners McMath Mill Road Americus 

PBR-129-08Il Ray Development Co.  MLK Blvd and McGarrah St. Americus 

PBR-129-09Il Eddie Wallace Jenkins Road 237 Americus 

PBR-129-10Il Roland Peyton Hancock  368 Lakewood Ave. Americus 

PBR-129-11Il Providence Plantation Inc Po Box 387 Vienna 

PBR-129-18Il Dr. Tim Malcolm 306 Huntington Road Americus 

PBR-129-17Il Textron Automotive  100 Brady Road Americus 

PBR-129-16Il Textron Automotive  100 Brady Road Americus 

PBR-129-15Il South Ga Technical Coll. 1583 Southerfield Road Americus 

PBR-129-14Il W. F. Forehand 307 Brady Road Americus 

PBR-129-13Il City of Americus P.O. Box M Americus 
1

 as they appear on most recently updated (July, 2009) Georgia EPD website, though some of these facilities are known to be inactive/closed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local Transfer Stations 
1
 

Owner Permit # Address Description 

Solid Waste  

Management Corp. 
PBR-129-05TS 

302 Brady Road, 

Americus 

non-hazardous industrial 

wastes 

Solid Waste  

Management Corp. 
PBR-129-06TS 

300 Sweat Avenue   

Americus 
industrial wastes 

Trans Waste Services 

LLC. 

PBR-129-12TS 

 

361 McMath Mill 

Road, Americus 

receives waste normally 

disposed in landfills for 

transport to regulated landfills. 

K & K Waste PBR129-19TS 
307 Brady Road, 

Americus 
- 

1
 as they appear on most recently updated (July, 2009) Georgia EPD website, though some of these facilities are known to be inactive/closed. 
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EDUCATION AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 

INVENTORY  

The City of Americus is the only local jurisdiction with an active education and public 

involvement program.  Small populations and/or contract clauses in other local waste hauler 

agreements limit/prohibit local governments participation in waste reduction activities.  An 

Americus code enforcement officer has been assigned responsibility for preparing, posting 

(municipal web page) and otherwise distributing information about good environmental 

stewardship.  This includes presenting programs in the schools and to civic organizations about 

the city’s recycling program, and enlisting public participation in Keep America Beautiful-type 

clean-up events. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Many of the community’s largest waste generators are very involved in waste management and 

have in-house education programs soliciting/requiring participation.  The community’s largest 

city (all other municipalities have populations below 225) has a public education and 

involvement program.  The City of Americus reinstituted recycling in 2008 and the public school 

system is actively involved with public education.   

 

GOAL 1: Increase public awareness and participation of recycling/reduction opportunities 

available in the community 

 

NEED 1.1: Use public resources to distribute information concerning: 

recycling waste material and reduced waste generation 

   littering, illegal dumping 

 NEED 1.2: Additional recycling drop-off site(s) 
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LAND LIMITATIONS 

 

Applicants desiring to locate any solid waste handling facility in the community should refer to 

the following land limitations (as updated), as well as any additional land limitation restrictions 

that may apply in the future. 

 

Natural Environmental Limitations 

 

Water Supply Watersheds 

A water supply watershed is the area of land upstream of a government-owned public drinking 

water intake.  Current state regulations use a 100 square mile land area as the threshold between 

large and small watersheds.  The greatest management distinction between them is the different 

setback requirement for development near streams.  There is not a governmentally-owned public 

drinking water intake (water supply reservoir) in the community.  Sumter County is located in 

the Coastal Plains Geologic Province, within which water supplies are withdrawn almost 

exclusively from groundwater aquifers.  The county is neither located in a water supply 

watershed, nor is there a water supply watershed located within Sumter County.  The applicable 

state environmental regulation can be found at 391-3-16-.01.  (source:  local) 

 

Protected Mountains 

The Georgia Mountain Protection Act defines protected mountains as land 2,200 feet or more 

above mean sea level.  Located in the Coastal Plains Geologic Province, the highest elevation in 

Sumter County is approximately 600 feet above mean sea level near the northwest jurisdictional 

boundary. Consequently, there are not any protected mountains in the community.  The 

applicable state environmental regulation can be found at 391-3-16-.05.  (sources:  Mountains 

and River Corridors Protection Act, and 7.5 minute topographic quadrangle map) 

 

Significant Groundwater Recharge Area 

Groundwater recharge is the process by which precipitation, primarily in the form of rain, 

infiltrates soil and rock to add to the volume of water stored in pores and other openings within 

them.  Aquifers are soils or rocks that will yield water to wells. Recharge areas are among those 

regions in Georgia likely to have the greatest vulnerability to pollution of groundwater from the 

surface and near surface activities of man.  As the following graphic reveals, approximately 80% 

of the community overlies a significant groundwater recharge.  Areas not so classified are within 

major stream/creek corridors or in the panhandle.  Groundwater recharge area protection 

ordinances have been adopted by the county (2000), Americus (1999) and Plains (1999).  State 

law applicable at this writing stipulates that permits shall not be issued for municipal solid waste 

landfills proposed for any site over a significant groundwater recharge area unless such facility is 

constructed with a synthetic liner and leachate collection system.  The applicable state 

environmental regulation can be found at 391-3-16-.02.  (sources:  Georgia Geologic Survey-

Hydrologic Atlas 18; DNR Rule 391-3-16-.02(3)(a) and local) 
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Wetlands 

Areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater at a frequency and duration 

sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation 

typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions are located in all quadrants of the 

community.  All local jurisdictions have some wetland acreage (see maps on following pages).  

Wetlands protection ordinances have been adopted by the county (2000), Americus (1999), and 

Plains (1999).  The applicable state environmental regulation can be found at 391-3-16-.03.  

(sources:  National Wetlands Inventory and local) 
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River Corridors 

Georgia’s River Corridor Protection Act defines a protected river is any perennial watercourse 

with an average annual flow of at least 400 cubic feet per second.  River corridors are all lands 

within 100 feet horizontally of a protected river as measured from the river banks.  The 

community has a total of approximately twenty-five miles of protected river; a ±fourteen mile 

segment of the Flint River north of Lake Blackshear on Sumter’s northeast boundary, and a 

±eleven mile segment of Kinchafoonee Creek on the county’s southwest boundary (see 

following map).  These dimensions, twenty-five miles by 100 foot wide corridor on the Sumter 

County side of the jurisdictional boundary, yield approximately three hundred acres of river 

corridor.  Sumter County adopted a river corridor protection ordinance in December, 2000.  The 

applicable state environmental regulation can be found at 391-3-16-.04.  (sources:  Mountains 

and River Corridors Protection Act and local) 
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CRITERIA LIMITING SITING OF SOLID WASTE FACILITIES 

 

Zoning 

All six local jurisdictions have land use plans, and all but De Soto have enacted zoning 

ordinances.  The proposed site of a solid waste handling facility must conform to any and 

all local land use plans/ordinances and zoning ordinances.  Written verification must be 

submitted to the state regulatory agency by the applicant demonstrating that the proposed site 

complies with any local zoning and land use ordinances.  This verification shall include a 

letter from the local governmental authority with jurisdiction stating whether the proposed site 

complies with local zoning and/or land use ordinances. This verification shall be provided at the 

time of submission of a permit application and reaffirmed by the governmental authority prior to 

permit issuance.  (sources:  DNR Rule 391-3-4-05(1)(a); OCGA § 12-8-25(a)(3) and local) 

 

Airport safety 

New MSWLF units or lateral expansions of existing units shall not be located within 10,000 

feet of any public-use or private-use airport runway end used by turbojet aircraft, or within 

5,000 feet of any public-use or private-use airport runway end used by only piston-type 
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aircraft.  Landfill owners or operators proposing to site new MSWLF units and lateral expansions 

within a five-mile radius of any public-use or private-use airport runway end used by turbojet or 

piston-type aircraft   must   notify   the   affected   airport   and   the   Federal   Aviation 

Administration (FAA). There are two “airports” in the community of the size which, under 

currently applicable state regulations, trigger review for landfill siting/expansion (see following 

map).  Souther Field is a “public-use” airport located on the northern corporate limits of 

Americus.  Surrounding land uses currently consist of an urban-built environment on the south 

and west, and agriculture and woodland on the north and east.  This airport is approximately six 

linear miles from the only (closed) municipal solid waste landfill in the community.  Peterson 

Field is a “private-use” facility with grass landing strip, located in the community’s northwest 

quadrant.  Surrounding land uses consist of agriculture and forestry.  This facility is also 

approximately six linear miles from the closed county landfill.  (source:  DNR-EPD 39-3-4-

.05(1)(c) and local)   

 

 
 

 

Military Airspace  

New MSWLF units shall not be located within two miles of federally restricted military air 

space which is used for a bombing range.  The community is not located within federally 

restricted military air space or a military operations area.  (Georgia Aeronautical Chart) 



   

Greater Sumter County  

Solid Waste Solid Management Plan 2004-2019     35 
 

Floodplains 

State regulations applicable at this writing stipulate that any solid waste landfill located in the 

100-year floodplain shall not restrict the flow of the 100-year flood, reduce the temporary water 

storage capacity of the flood plain, or result in a wash-out of solid waste so as to pose a threat to 

human health or the environment.  Lowland and relatively flat areas with a one percent or greater 

chance of inundation in any given year, or which flood, on average, at least once in 100 years 

over a significantly long period have been identified in all local jurisdictions except De Soto and 

Plains (see following map).  Flood protection ordinances have been adopted by the county 

(1996), Americus (1988) and Leslie (1986).  Andersonville is the only jurisdiction with this 

natural resource that does not currently have a protective ordinance which complies with 

standards for community participation in the National Flood Insurance Program.  (source:  

Federal Emergency Management Agency-National Flood Insurance Program) 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

Wetlands 

Areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater at a frequency and duration 

sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation 

typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions are located in all quadrants of the 

community.  All local jurisdictions have some wetland acreage (see applicable maps on 

preceding pages).  Wetland protection ordinances have been adopted by the county (2000), 

Americus (1999) and Plains (1999), but may need update subsequent to planned revisions to 

state environmental planning criteria.    

 

Fault areas 

According to the Georgia Geologic Survey, a fracture of geologic material has occurred along 

that portion of Sweetwater Creek east of Andersonville which constitutes the jurisdictional 
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boundary between Sumter and Macon Counties.  State solid waste regulations applicable at this 

writing prohibit siting a new landfill or expansion of an existing landfill within 200 feet of a fault 

without clear demonstration that a lesser setback will not result in damage to the structural 

integrity of the landfill facility and will be protective of human health and the environment.   

 

 Geologic Faults 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

Seismic Impact Zones  

New landfill units and lateral expansions  shall not be located in seismic impact zones, unless the 

owner or operator demonstrates to the Director of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources 

that all containment structures, including liners, leachate collection systems, and surface 

water control systems, are designed to resist the maximum horizontal acceleration in lithified 

earth material for the site. The owner or operator must place the demonstration in the 

operating record and notify the director of the state regulatory agency that it has been placed in 

the operating record.  Seismic impact zone means an area with a ten percent or greater 

probability that the maximum horizontal acceleration in lithified earth material, expressed as a 

percentage of the earth’s gravitational pull, will exceed 0.10g in 250 years.  The only graphic 

available does not confirm the absence of any such resource, but suggests there is no seismic 

impact zone in the community (see following graphic).  To be permitted, the developer of any 

such facility will have to clearly demonstrate there is not a seismic impact zone in the 

community. 
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Seismic Impact Zones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unstable areas 

With possible rare exception, the community is not susceptible to events or forces capable of 

compromising the integrity of structural components responsible for preventing releases from a 

landfill.  Local features and conditions are generally not conducive or susceptible to downslope 

transport of soil and rock material, or mass movement (landslide, avalanche, debris slide and 

flow, soil fluctuation (shrink/swell), block sliding, or rock fall).  Karst terrain (sinkholes, sinking 

streams, caves, large springs, blind valleys) is uncommon.  Soil and geologic features throughout 

the 490 square mile area are considered geologically stable.  (source:  Georgia Geologic Survey 

and consulting engineer) 

 

Significant Groundwater Recharge Area 

A new municipal solid waste landfill or lateral expansion of an existing municipal solid waste 

landfill shall not have any part of such site located within two miles of any area that has been 

designated by the director of the state regulatory authority as a significant groundwater recharge 

area unless such municipal solid waste landfill will have a liner and leachate collection system. 
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In the case of a regional landfill which accepts solid waste generated outside the counties or 

special districts constituting the region, or a municipal solid waste landfill which accepts solid 

waste generated outside the county in which the landfill is located, no part of such site shall be 

within any area that has been designated as a significant groundwater recharge area.  The vast 

majority of the community’s land area overlies a portion of the state’s significant groundwater 

recharge area (see earlier graphic).  Groundwater recharge area protection ordinances adopted by 

the county (2000), Americus (1999) and Plains (1999) are subject to update pending revision(s) 

to the state environmental planning criteria.  (source:  Georgia Geologic Survey, Hydrologic 

Atlas 18 and local).   

 

Historic Sites 

Current state law generally prohibits issuance of a solid waste disposal facility permit for a site 

within 5,708 yards of the geographic center of any of the three sites currently designated in 

Georgia as a National Historic Site.  Two of these sites are either in Sumter County (Jimmy 

Carter National Historic Site in Plains) or abut the community (Andersonville National Historic 

Site) on the northeast boundary (see following map).  (source:  OCGA § 12-8-25.1; DNR-

Historic Preservation Division) 
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Jurisdictional boundaries 

Current state law generally prohibits issuance of a municipal solid waste disposal facility permit 

if any part of the landfill site is within one-half mile of the boundary of such city or county 

adjoining any city or county without the applicant's first receiving the express approval of the 

governing authority of that adjoining city or county.  (source:  OCGA § 12-8-25(a)(3)) 
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REQUIRED APPLICANT ACTIONS RELATING TO LANDFILL SITING 

 

Applicants should check with the state regulatory agency and the appropriate local planning 

jurisdiction to verify procedures for siting solid waste management facilities.  At this writing 

applicable procedures include, but are not necessarily limited to, the following disposal facility 

siting decisions: 

 

Site Selection Meeting 

Any county, municipality, group of counties, or authority beginning a process to select a site for 

a municipal solid waste disposal facility must first call at least one public meeting to discuss 

waste management needs of the local government or region and to describe the process of siting 

facilities to the public. Notice of this meeting shall be published within a newspaper of general 

circulation serving such county or municipality at least once a week for two weeks immediately 

preceding the date of such meeting. A regional solid waste management authority created under 

Part 2 of this article must hold at least one meeting within each jurisdiction participating in such 

authority, and notice for these meetings must be published within a newspaper of general 

circulation serving each such jurisdiction at least once a week for two weeks immediately 

preceding the date of such meeting.  Documentation demonstrating compliance with this 

procedure must be submitted to the state regulatory agency. 

 

Site Decision Meeting 

The governing authority of any county or municipality taking action resulting in a publicly or 

privately owned municipal solid waste disposal facility siting decision shall cause to be 

published within a newspaper of general circulation serving such county or municipality a notice 

of the meeting at which such siting decision is to be made at least once a week for two weeks 

immediately preceding the date of such meeting.  Such notice shall state the time, place, and 

purpose of the meeting, and the meeting shall be conducted by the governing authority taking the 

action.  A siting decision shall include, but is not limited to, such activities as the final selection 

of property for landfilling and the execution of contracts or agreements pertaining to the location 

of municipal solid waste disposal facilities within the jurisdiction, but shall not include zoning 

decisions.  Documentation demonstrating compliance with this procedure must be submitted to 

the state regulatory agency. 

 

Additional Siting Standards 

 

1. Any solid waste handling facility that may in the future be sited in the community must 

      resolve a specific solid waste need of the community. 

 

2. Access and egress of all traffic transporting waste material for subsequent processing, 

      handling and/or disposal to any solid waste facility which may in the future be sited in 

      the community shall be limited to state highway or railway. 

 

3. All points of access and egress to/from any solid waste facility which may in the future 

      be sited in the community shall be at least 350 linear feet, centerline-to-centerline, from any 

      other driveway (point of access or egress) on the same state route. 
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4. The main entrance road to any solid waste handling facility which may in the future be sited 

       in the community shall be improved and maintained with typical hard-surface pavement or 

       gravel for a distance of no less than one hundred feet from pavement edge of the state    

       highway. 

 

5.    The working area (recycling area, chipper, disposal pit, incinerator, etc.) of any waste 

       handling facility which may in the future be sited in the community shall be permanently 

       blocked from horizontal view from any public area or pre-existing development via earthen  

       berm, dense hedge or tree cover, or other appropriate means. 

 

HYDROLOGIC ASSESSMENT 

 

A hydrological site investigation shall be conducted with the following factors, as a minimum, 

evaluated: 

 

1. Distance to nearest point of public or private drinking water supply: all public water supply 

wells or surface water intakes within two miles and private (domestic) water supply wells 

within one-half mile of a landfill must be identified, 

 

 

2. Depth to the uppermost aquifer:  for landfills, the thickness and nature of the 

unsaturated zone and its ability for natural contamination control must be evaluated,  

     

3. Uppermost aquifer gradient: for landfills, the direction and rate of flow of groundwater shall 

be determined in order to properly evaluate the potential for contamination at a specific site.  

Measurements of water levels in site exploratory borings and the preparation of water table maps 

are required.  Borings to water are required to estimate the configuration and gradient of the 

uppermost aquifer, 

 

4. Topographic setting: features which shall be provided include, but are not limited to, all 

upstream and downstream drainage areas affecting or affected by the proposed site, 

floodplains, gullies, karst conditions, wetlands, unstable soils and percent slope,  

 

5. Geologic setting: for landfills, the depth to bedrock, the type of bedrock and the 

amount of fracturing and jointing in the bedrock shall be determined.  In limestone or 

dolostone regions, karst terrain shall not be used for waste disposal.  This consideration 

does not preclude the siting of landfills in limestone terrains, but rather is intended to 

prevent landfills from being sited in or adjacent to sink-holes, provided, however, that the 

demonstration required by section (h) has been made, 

     

6.  Hydraulic conductivity: evaluation of landfill sites shall take into consideration the 

hydraulic conductivity of the surface material in which the wastes are to be buried, as well as 

the hydraulic conductivity of the subsurface materials underlining the fill,  

 

7.  Sorption and attenuation capacity: for landfills, the sorptive characteristics of an earth 

material and its ability to absorb contaminants shall be determined, and  
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8.  Distance to surface water: municipal solid waste landfills shall not be situated within two 

miles up gradient of any surface water intake for a public drinking water source unless 

engineering modifications such as liners and leachate collection systems and groundwater     

 

PLAN CONSISTENCY 

 

The following procedure shall be followed to determine whether any proposed solid waste 

handling facility or facility expansion is consistent with this solid waste management plan: 

 

The local government taking the review action shall cause to be published within a newspaper of 

general circulation in the community a notice of the meeting at which plan consistency shall be 

reviewed at least once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date of such meeting. 

Such notice shall state the time, place, and purpose(s) of the meeting, and the meeting shall be 

conducted by the governing authority taking the action. 

 

At least one publicly advertised public hearing will be convened to: 

 Explain the specific nature of the proposal(s) 

 Describe the anticipated impact the proposed facility will have on solid waste 

management facilities 

 Explain the anticipated impact the proposed facility will have on adequate collection and 

disposal capabilities within the community, and 

 Explain the effect(s) the facility will have on waste generated within the state. 

 

PERMITS FOR REGIONAL SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL FACILITIES 

 

(a) Prior to submission of an application to the division for a permit for a regional solid waste 

disposal facility, conflicts as defined in Articles 1 and 2 of Chapter 8 of Title 50 shall follow the 

mediation procedures developed by the Department of Community Affairs pursuant to Articles 1 

and 2 of Chapter 8 of Title 50. Upon the submission of any application to the division for any 

municipal solid waste disposal facility for which a permit other than a permit by rule is required 

by the division, the permit applicant shall within 15 days of the date of submission of the 

application publicize the submission by public notice and in writing as follows: 

 

(1) If the application is for a facility serving no more than one county, the public notice shall be 

published in a newspaper of general circulation serving the host county, and each local 

government in the county and the regional development center shall further be notified in writing 

of the permit application; 

 

(2) If the application is for a facility serving more than one county, the public notice shall be 

published in a newspaper of general circulation serving each affected county, and each local 

government within said counties and the regional development center shall be further notified in 

writing of the permit application; and 

 

(3) The public notice shall be prominently displayed in the courthouse of each notified county. 

 

(b) The division shall review the application and supporting data, make a determination as to the 
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suitability or unsuitability of the proposed site for the intended purpose, and notify the applicant 

and the host local government if different from the applicant in writing of its determination. 

 

(c) Upon receipt from the division of notice that the proposed site is suitable for the intended 

purpose, the applicant shall within 15 days of receipt of such notification publicize the fact by 

public notice as outlined in paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of subsection (a) of this Code section. 

Further, within 45 days of receipt of such notification from the division, the host local 

government for the proposed site shall as outlined in paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of subsection (a) 

of this Code section advertise and hold a public meeting to inform affected residents and 

landowners in the area of the proposed site and of the opportunity to engage in a facility issues 

negotiation process. 

 

(d) Following notification of the applicant of the proposed site's suitability, the division may 

continue to review the applicant's permit application but the director shall not take any action 

with respect to permit issuance or denial until such time as the local notification and negotiation 

processes described in this Code section have been exhausted. 

 

(e) The division shall not be a party to the negotiation process described in this Code section, nor 

shall technical environmental issues which are required by law and rules to be addressed in the 

permitting process be considered negotiable items by parties to the negotiation process. 

 

(f) Within 30 days following a public meeting held in accordance with subsection (c) of this 

Code section, a facility issues negotiation process shall be initiated by the host local government 

upon receipt of a written petition by at least 25 affected persons, at least 20 of whom shall be 

registered voters of or landowners in the host jurisdiction. Multiple petitions may be consolidated 

into a single negotiating process. For the purposes of this subsection, the term "affected person" 

means a registered voter of the host local government or of a county contiguous to such host 

local government or a landowner within the jurisdiction of the host local government. 

 

(g) Within 15 days following receipt of such written petition, the host local government shall 

validate the petition to ensure that the petitioners meet the requirements of this Code section. 

 

(h) Within 15 days following the validation of the written petition to negotiate, the host local 

government shall notify the petitioners by publication as provided in paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) 

of subsection (a) of this Code section; shall notify the permit applicant if different from the host 

local government, the division, and the regional development center that the negotiation process 

is being initiated; and shall set a date for a meeting with the citizens facility issues committee, 

the host local government, and the permit applicant not later than 30 days following validation of 

such written petition to negotiate. 

 

(i) The petitioning persons shall select up to ten members, at least eight of whom shall be 

registered voters or landowners in the host local government, to serve on a citizen’s facility 

issues committee to represent them in the negotiation process. The membership of the citizen’s 

facility issues committee shall be chosen within 15 days following the validation of such written 

petition pursuant to this Code section. 
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(j) The negotiation process shall be overseen by a facilitator named by the host local government, 

after consultation with the citizens’ facility issues committee, from a list provided by the 

Department of Community Affairs. The function of the facilitator shall be to assist the 

petitioners, the host local government, and the permit applicant, if different from the host local 

government, through the negotiation process. The cost, if any, of the facilitator shall be borne by 

the permit applicant. 

 

(k) Beginning with the date of the first negotiation meeting called in accordance with subsection 

(h) of this Code section, there shall be no fewer than three negotiation meetings within the 

following 45 day period unless waived by consent of the parties. Such negotiation meetings shall 

be presided over by the facilitator named in subsection (j) of this Code section and shall be for 

the purpose of assisting the petitioners, the host local government, and the permit applicant, if 

different from the host local government, to engage in nonbinding negotiation. 

 

(l) Minutes of each meeting and a record of the negotiation process shall be kept by the host local 

government. 

 

(m) All issues except those which apply to environmental permit conditions are negotiable. 

Issues which may be negotiated include: 

 

   (1) Operational issues, such as hours of operation; 

   (2) Recycling efforts that may be implemented; 

   (3) Protection of property values; 

   (4) Traffic routing and road maintenance; and 

   (5) Establishment of local advisory committees. 

 

(n) At the end of the 45 day period following the first negotiation meeting, the facilitator shall 

publish a notice of the results, if any, of the negotiation process in the same manner as provided 

in paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of subsection (a) of this Code section and shall include the date, 

time, and place of a public meeting to be held within ten days after publication at which the input 

of persons not represented by the citizens facility issues committee may be received. 

 

(o) The negotiated concessions reached by the negotiating parties shall be reduced to writing and 

executed by the chairman of the citizens facility issues committee and the chief elected official 

of the host local government and shall be adopted by resolution of the host local government. 
 

(p) If the negotiating parties fail to reach consensus on any issue or issues, the permit applicant 

may nonetheless proceed to seek a permit from the division. The facilitator shall notify the 

division in writing that the negotiating parties have failed to reach consensus. 

 

(q) If the negotiating parties reach consensus on negotiated issues, the permit applicant may 

proceed to seek a permit from the division. The facilitator shall notify the division in writing that 

the negotiating parties have reached consensus. 

 

(r) Negotiated concessions shall not be construed as environmental permit conditions. 

 

(s) Upon receipt of a written notification from the facilitator that the parties to negotiation have 
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reached consensus or have failed to reach consensus on negotiated issues, and upon written 

notification from the permit applicant that he wishes to pursue permitting of the solid waste 

disposal facility for which an application has been filed, the director shall proceed to process the 

permit in accordance with Code Section 12-8-24. 

 

NEEDS AND GOALS 

 

Based on the preceding inventory, community land limitation needs and goals are as follows: 

 

From review of available mapping it is not clear whether De Soto or Leslie overlie a significant 

groundwater recharge area.  This determination should be made and a groundwater recharge area 

protection ordinance which complies with state environmental planning criteria should be 

developed and adopted by either/both jurisdiction/s, as applicable.  This should be performed as 

soon as possible after state revisions to the environmental planning criteria are completed. 

 

Andersonville, De Soto and Leslie should develop and adopt wetlands protection ordinances 

which comply with state environmental planning criteria.  This should be performed as soon as 

possible after state revisions to the environmental planning criteria are completed. 



 

 

 

 

GREATER SUMTER COUNTY SOLID WASTE PLAN  

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY 

AMERICUS – ANDERSONVILLE – DE SOTO – LESLIE - PLAINS 

  

Plan Element And 

Activity 

Fiscal Year Responsible 

Party 

Estimated 

Cost 

Funding 

Source 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

Amount of Waste 

Monitor waste volumes  X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

chief 

administrative 

officers  

staff time user fees 

Collection 

Maintain residential 

curbside collection: 

   Sumter 

   Americus 

   Andersonville 

   De Soto 

   Leslie 

   Plains      

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

elected 

bodies 

 

 

±$1M/yr 

±$2M/yr 

$K/yr 

±$15K/yr 

±$35K/yr 

±$60K/yr 

user fees 

Maintain service-sustaining 

user fees  
X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X elected bodies “ user fees 

Equipment replacement: 

   Sumter 

   Andersonville:  backhoe 

                        dump truck 

   De Soto 

   Leslie 

   Plains:  backhoe 

               dump truck        

         

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

X 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

X 

 

 

X 

 

 

 

X 

   

 

chief 

administrative 

officers  

 

- 

$110K 

$90K 

- 

- 

$110K 

$90K 

 

- 

Local/SPLOST 

Local/SPLOST 

- 

- 

Local/SPLOST 

Local/SPLOST 

Investigate feasibility of 

yard debris collection 
          X      

Leslie City 

Council 
±$150K Local/SPLOST 

Develop/adopt emergency 

procurement policy as 

needed 

 

 

      X          elected bodies staff time general fund 
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Disposal 

Continue contracting with 

waste hauler to transport 

local waste stream for out-

of-county disposal 

  X X X X X X X X X X X    elected bodies  user fees 

Maintain inert landfill   X X X X X X X X X X X    
Board of Comm. 

Andersonville  
negligible local 

Develop/adopt emergency 

procurement policy, as 

needed 

     

 X 

         
Board of Comm. 

City Council 
staff time local 

Investigate possible 

temporary storage (holding 

sites for debris from 

disaster) 

     

  

   

X X 

    

Board of Comm. staff time local 

Continue landfill closure 

process 
  X X X X X X X X X X X    Board of Comm. $50K-100K/yr local 

Waste Reduction 

Continue 

reduction/recycling 

practices, enhance/expand 

where possible (increase # 

of drop-off sites) 

  X X X X X X X X X X X    
Americus City 

Council 
staff time local 

Open additional recycling 

drop-off site(s) 
      X          

Americus City 

Council 
$1K local 

Post or link information on 

web page concerning drop-

off site(s) in Americus  

  X X X X X X X X X X X    
Board of Comm. 

City of Americus 
staff time local 

Participate in any state-

sponsored scrap tire 

collection/recycling 

programs 

  X X X X X X X X X X X    

Sumter and 

Americus code 

enforcement 

Program 

Regulations 
user fees 

Investigate feasibility of 

composting institutional 

food waste 

        X X       
Board of Comm. 

City Council 
staff time local 

Public Education and Involvement 

Maintain solid waste 

recycling information on 

web page  

     X X X X X X X X X X  Americus Staff Time Local 
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Expand green programs in 

local schools 
     X X X         

BOE through 

Environmental 

Education Mgr.  

Staff Time local/grant(s) 

Continue participation in 

Keep Georgia Beautiful 

sponsored events (Rivers 

Alive, Great America 

Clean Up, America 

Recycles Day, Bring One 

for the Chipper, et al.) 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Americus Code 

enforcement 
Staff Time local 

Publish Solid Waste Full 

Cost Report annually 
X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Chief 

Administrative 

Officers  

$50/year Local  

Land Limitation 

Monitor development 

activity through permit 

issuance 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X all elected bodies staff time Local  

Revise (adopt) 

Groundwater Recharge 

Area Protection ordinance 

pursuant to pending 

revisions to state 

environmental planning 

criteria 

      X 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Sumter, 

Americus, Plains 

(Andersonville, 

De Soto, Leslie) 

±$250 each local  

Revise (adopt) Wetlands 

Protection ordinance 

pursuant to pending 

revisions to state 

environmental planning 

criteria 

      X 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Sumter, 

Americus, Plains 

(Andersonville, 

De Soto, Leslie) 

±$250 each local  

Revise (adopt) Flood 

Damage Prevention 

Ordinance and  floodplain 

map in response to updated 

federal floodplain mapping 

      X 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Sumter, Americus 

Leslie, Plains 

(Andersonville, 

De Soto, Leslie) 

±$250 each local  
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Revise River Corridor 

Protection ordinance 

pursuant to pending 

revisions to state 

environmental planning 

criteria 

 

      X 

 

 

 

 

 

    Board of Comm. staff time local  

Implementation and Financing 

Report solid waste 

management costs through 

submission of annual Full 

Cost Report  

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Chief 

Administrative 

Officers 

staff Time local  

Maintain service-sustaining 

user fees 
X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X all elected bodies staff Time user fees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

Greater Sumter County  

Solid Waste Solid Management Plan 2004-2019     50 
 

 
SUMTER COUNTY SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

REPORT OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

2004-06/2006 
 

Action Jurisdiction Accomplishments 

Amount of Waste:  To characterize solid waste generated in Sumter County and to build a sound information base upon which 

management decisions can be made and progress toward state and local goals can be determined.  

1. Monitor waste quantities and 

sources; provide annual solid waste 

management and full cost reports to state. 

 
City - County completed 

Collection:  To ensure the efficient and effective collection of solid waste and recyclable and compostable materials within the 

City and County for the next ten years. 

1. Maintain curbside collection of 

mixed solid waste (recyclables/non-

recyclables).  Maintain user fees to pay 

for cost of collection service. 

 
City - County completed 

Waste Reduction:  To achieve a 25 percent per capita reduction by 1996 in the amount of solid waste received at disposal 

facilities and to sustain waste reduction programs for the next ten years and beyond. 

1. Assess waste reduction activities 

with Solid Waste Plan Update in 2006 

 
City 25 percent reduction not applicable 

2. Continue operation of inert 

landfill. 

 
City completed 

Disposal:  To ensure that disposal facilities in Sumter County meet regulatory requires and can continue to support effective solid 

waste handling programs over the next ten years. 

1. Maintain waste disposal contract 

with Crisp County SWA. 

 
City - County completed 

Public Education and Involvement:  To ensure that residents and businesses in Sumter County understand the issues, needs, and 

goals of the solid waste management system. 
 
1. Reassess with Solid Waste Plan  

 Update in 2006. 

 
City - County Update proposes enhanced public efforts 
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Land Limitation:  To ensure that proposed solid waste handling facilities are compatible with surrounding areas and are placed in 

areas suitable for such developments. 

1. Maintain contract for disposal 

out-of-county. 

 
City - County completed 

Implementation and Financing:  To achieve a balanced and affordable solid waste management plan implementation strategy, 

while also meeting the goals and requirements of state law. 

1. Review and update, as necessary,  

methods of financing solid waste             

management systems. 

 
City - County Reviewed and retained method of financing 

2. Report solid waste management 

costs through the Full Cost Accounting        

Process. 

 
City - County completed 

3. Monitor applicable post-closure 

requirements.  

 
County completed 

4. Update Solid Waste Management 

Plan. 
City - County attached 
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Attachment A 

Collection Capacity Assurance Agreements  

Sumter County, Andersonville, De Soto and Leslie have with 

Solid Waste Management Authority of Crisp County 

(subcontracted to TransWaste Services) 
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Attachment A 

Collection Capacity Assurance   

City of Americus Agreement with Advanced Disposal Services  
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Attachment A 

Collection Capacity Assurance  

City of Plains agreement with Jones Sanitation   
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Attachment B 

Disposal Capacity Assurance 

Veolia Environmental Services as disposal site of local waste stream 

 

 

 
 
 
Taylor County Landfill 
208 Southern States Road 
Mauk, Georgia 31058 
478.862-2610 
 
Honorable Brent Williams Honorable Barry Blount  Honorable Marvin Baugh 
Chairman, Sumter County Mayor, City of Americus  Mayor, City of Andersonville 
Board of Commissioners 101 W. Lamar Street  P. O. Box 35 
P. O. Box 295   Americus, GA.   31709  Andersonville, GA.   31711 
Americus, GA.   31709 
 
Honorable Dennis Billings Honorable George Bagley, IV Honorable L. E. Godwin, III 
Mayor, City of De Soto  Mayor, City of Leslie  Mayor, City of Plains 
P. O. Box 145   P. O. Box 278   P. O. Box 190 
De Soto, GA.   31743  Leslie, GA.   31764  Plains, GA.   31780 
 
 
July 27, 2009 
 
Honorable Mr. Chairman and Mayors: 
 
This letter serves as disposal capacity assurance for solid waste generated by all incorporated and 
unincorporated jurisdictions of Sumter County through 2019. 

 
The Taylor County Landfill has been receiving your separate waste streams for several years, and we 
have the capacity to continue disposing of your annual aggregated tonnage (all local jurisdictions) of 
approximately 45,000 tons.  The most recent (April, 2009) Georgia EPD survey credited the Taylor 
County Landfill with 68 years capacity remaining.  This landfill operates under permit number 133-003SL. 
 
Although our contract is with your waste haulers rather than you directly, we nevertheless appreciate 
having the privilege of being of service to your communities, and look forward to providing you with 
environmentally sound waste disposal options for the foreseeable future. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 
Rhonda Poston 
Taylor County Landfill   
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Attachment C 

Sumter County Collection Agreement with 

Solid Waste Management Authority of Crisp County 

(subcontracted to TransWaste Services) 
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Attachment C 

City of Americus Collection Agreement with  

Advanced Disposal Systems 
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Attachment C 

City of Andersonville Collection Agreement with  

TransWaste Services 
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Attachment C 

City of De Soto Collection Agreement with 

Solid Waste Management Authority of Crisp County 

Not Available 
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Attachment C 

City of Leslie Collection Agreement with 

Solid Waste Management Authority of Crisp County 

(subcontracted to TransWaste Services) 
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Attachment C 

City of Plains Collection Agreement with Jones Sanitation 

Not Available 
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Attachment D 

Public Participation 
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